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| Pharaacy Practices in the Latvian Army

1. Every male Lat¥lan citizen, who had reached the age of 21, was subject to
compulsory military service in tha army. During peace time, the Latvien
Army was composed of the following: 1) a yorasnent cadrs, including a) officers
ané soldiers on active duty, end b) insliuctors on voluntary exteaded duty;
2) army conscripts (15 to 18 months) .

2. A similer division existed in the medicel or pharmaceuticel fields. Physicians,
phermacists, dentists, and veterinarians, i e, officere in the medical service,
vare considered on sctive military duty. MNedicel assistants ) including

feldshers &nd assistant pharmacists, 1 ¢ instructors in the medical service,
were on voluntery extended duty. Trained assistant feldshers and medical service
attardants ind litter teerers vere conmcripted intc service.

3. The latvian Army provided direct trainiag only for the lower lavelr of nedical
personnel: wmilitary felashers and orderlies. Physicianas, pharmecists, dectieta,
and vetecinerian wvere university gradusntes.

4, Each year & certain nuxber of new army conscripte wers trained Zor the nedical
service. For this purpose, peraons vith an eppropriate gousral education aud
some suitable previous experience (pharmacist's Spprentices, druggists, hospital
attendants, etc) were chosen, After completing the basic military treining
courac (2-3 months), 4rainees vere sent tc medical courses held Ly the Riga
Hilitary Eospital which provided the following theoretical and practical training:

8. structure and functions of the principal parts of the human
crganism (snatomy and physiology)

b. general knovledge of diseases and injuries

XlTzmy

25%1
CLASSIFICATION comp:
% lyﬂi' g y.d [ msrmuLun

0809A000600030364-

3 Sanitized opy Approved for Release 2011/09/14 :



2011/09/14 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000600030364-5

3

25X1
25X1

c. dreasing of wounds
d. fractures and sprains
- [ €. preparation and use of medicines
T. care of the sick and wounded
8. medical service on the battlefield
h. first aid in case of acciderts or sudden illness
i. general knowledge of hygiene
J. Latin language

S. The duration of the course was 5% to 6 months. Medical service trainees who
completed the course succeasfully were assigned to individual army units for
practical work af aesistant feldshers. In this vay trainees could reviev apd
supplemsnt the knowledge acquired during the ccurse. Bafore being released
from military service {after about 10 montha of practical work) ;7 and with the
spproval of the unit physician, the trainees could take &an examluaticn for ihe
rank of feldsher. Test: were Ziven on the same subjects as before but required
more theoretical and practical knowledge. After succeasful completion of the
teats, the tyrainee acquired the rank of military teldsher; ond, if a vacancy
were available, he could remain on extended duty as & f£aldsher or pharmacist’e
asgistant. The lattar (4 e pharmacist's assistants) received additional train-
ing in pharmaceutical work (about 2 months) in the main pharmecy cf the military
medical depct. ZLitter bearers and attencants were treined by the medical officer
of the uait,

€. University graduates (military service could be deferred for the yurpose of

i coupleting one's university education), including physicians ; pharmacists,

' dentists, and veterinariam who had completed the basic military training course
and the practical training in su instructors’ cozgany, ware sant to & S-months
course for assiatant medical officers. Asaistaat medica) off icergwho had
completed their regular military duty could remain in the army (if & vacancy
versavailable) as medical officers,

7. Lsch military unit, i ¢, 4sch regiment s well as individual battalions, zad a
diepensary and aid atatic:), The hesd of the d{wpeneary was & pharmaceuticsl
faldoher or ssaistant pharmacist. Narcotics were under tka separvinioa of a
physicien, Mefisiues, surgical dresesings; and medica) Jupollies ¥ars massives
from the army medical dapot. Bach pilitary unit wae &llcttad s cartaiz norm
of supplies, whish vas delivered Tegulsrly avery three monthi., In enerEeRdy
canes, additiousl supplies could he Tequested at any time en! the standard norm
oould be excesded,

8. The zedica: depot and tie phurmscies of military hospitals vere under the
supervision of qualified pharmacists {medicel offieors) and essivtent pharmacists,

9. The higher Authority in the militery medical service Va8 represented by the
military medicel sdministration axd the pharmacy inspecter.

10, The Latvian Army Provided free medisal care for {aaily members of arny perscnnel;
this necessitated strict supes-ision and accounting, The Pharnasy izspecter
supervised the work o? army pharzacies., MNedical supplies for the military
medical depot were purchased aca delivered direotly by the mediocsl administration
and the military pharmacy inspector, :
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1l. There were private pharmacies for the needs of the ¢ivilian population. The
number of pharmacies wes determined according to distances and the number of

inhabitants. There were also wholesele medicine stores, medicinal herb nurgeries,

anc laboratcories.
~ 12. Lnter, the system of socialized medicipe (health insurance)
became widesypreaa. Special pharmacies existed within this sytem. Every
salaried employee {or worker) and his family carried health insurance.
13. There were special pharmacy laws and regulations; the Pharmacy Administration
and i%s auditors supervised the observance of such laws.

University of latvia in Riga

14. The Polytechnical Institute in Riga vas founded in 1862. Tt vas reorganized
on 2 Aug 19, and on 28 Sep 19 the Minister of Eaucaticn ¥ Kasparsons announced
the opening of the Latvian Univeraity. It was expanded 3n‘§§zﬁ§;7§§- The
Latvian Parliament adopted the Constitution of the latvian University, which
made it an sutonomous institution with a right to decide its own affairs.

15. The latvian University had the following faculties and departments Zfifgﬁ

Architecture
Philology end rhilosophy
. Engineering Sciences
El) Department of Engineering 3ciences
2) Department of Land Improvement
D. Chemistry
slg Chemistry Department
\2) Pharmaceutics Depariment
E. Agricuilture
1; Agriculture Department )later reorganized as the Agricultural
2) Forestry Department )Academy in Yelgava,
F. Mathemstics snd Natursel Belences
1) Mathematics Depariment
2) Fatural Beiences Depertnent
! G. Machanics
H. Medicine
fl; Medicine Department
2) Dentistry Department
I. Politicsl Iconomy sn Lav
1) Political Zconomy Department
2) law Department
J. Theolegy, with s Roman Catholic Theology Depertment
K. Veterinary Medicine

QW

16, The Latviar Un‘veraity occu ies several buildings. The nain duildisg, at Reins

bulvards 19, vas & stoue bu*1ding (1666-1863), which had been retuilt and expanded

several times. I3 oscupied the ~ity hlock betveen Raica buivaris ; Meriecels ela,
Arehitektu lela snd Inzenieru ieia, During ths pericd of Letvian independonce,

& nev bulldiug was erected on the university grounds; 1t conteinsd an &uditorium for

1,200 people szd cloakrooms for 2000 students., The duilding of the chemintry
faculty vas at Xronvalis bulvaris by 4t vas dullt 4n 1898-1901. This was a
3-story stons building; a fourth story ves added in 1936-1937. Other buildings
vere located as follows: Medical Faculty dbuilding at Kronvalds bulvaris 93

Vaterinary Madicine buliding st Pernaves iela 19; the building of +he Agriculture

Yaculty at Xrenvalda buivaris 1; Mathemutice snd Matuzel Bciences at Alberta
lela 1C; Administrative Council at Bagnicas lela J+ The usiversity Lad an
agricultural training farm in Vecauce; it inciuded o aursery for medicinal herds,
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The tatvian Unii'ersity Botanizcal Carden in kiga, Kandavas iela 2, included 3C greenhouses
for tropical and subtropical plants » lecture rooms, a library, and 2 museum,

The University had a council which elected the rector and two prorectors: one prorector

for student afrairs, and one prorector for administrative affairs, Each faculty had a
dean and a seeretary,

Members of the teaching staff were assigned to the university as a whole. <Lach faculty
had its owm teaching staff; for the sake of economy, efforte were made to evoid parallelism,
i.9, only the chemistry faculty had chemistry instructors, the medical faculty had medical
instructors, the natural sciences faculty had the only instructors in natural seisacus,
etc, As a result, students of ons faculty had to attend seme leztures glver by members

of a different faculty, For example, pharmaceut:-~*s had to hear lectures on totany, plant
anatamy, zoology, crystallography and minera? - olVen by members of the natural saiences
faculty; lectures on physics, higher mathematics s and physicsl measuring metiods; given by
members of the mathematics faculty; lsctures on human anatomy, microbiology and serology,
prharmacology, hygiens and first aid, ziven by members of the medicar faculty, Cn the other
hand, students from other faculties attended various loctures iy the building housing the
chemistry and phermaceutics departments, Various faculties did not have identical courses
on the same subject, For example, studonts of medicine, dentistry, veterinary medicine,
and natuvral science, had a much more limited course in chomistry than students of chemistrr
and pharmeceutics, and students of agriculture had even less chemistrys howsver, the
teaching staff and the teaching equipmen' weme the same, Naturally, the course aof lectures
te be attended by pharmaceutists in other facwlties, was also on & reduced scale, This
system had some drawbacks, lMuch tire was lost walking from one building to ancther, but
on the whole it provided the opportanity of acquiring more wniversal and comprehensive
knowledge, as a1l available information on one subject was concentrated in one place,

This was very important in the case of a small state,
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